
The George C. Marshall International Center at Dodona Manor

On November 6th, “An Evening at the 
Marshalls’”, co-chaired by Pat Daly and 
Catharine Patton, was a shared success by 
all those who collaborated to make this event 
unforgettable. Fund raising goals were met, 
thanks in large part to our Benefit Sponsors, 
Morningside Management LLC, Craftsman 
Auto Body, REHAU, Presidential Bank, Rolls 
Royce of North America, Service By Air, Inc., 
Middleburg Bank and The History Channel. 

His Excellency, Dr. Christian Prosl, 
Ambassador of Austria to the United States, 
hosted the Patrons’ Reception at Dodona 
Manor. Wines from the northern banks of 
the Danube River were paired with cuisine 
inspired by Austrian Master Chef, Wilhelm 
Jonach, who delighted guests with a unique 
Apfel Strudel demonstration (see page 2). 

Music performed by harpist, Kate Rogers, 
floated through the halls of the Marshall home.

More than 200 guests were received by 
Mr. Rory Clark, Member of the Board of 
Directors, under a tent in the garden following 
the Patrons’ Reception. During the evening, 
which commemorated Austria’s role in the 
recovery program, guests enjoyed Austrian 
food and wine pairings, a live auction, 
music by the Martinsburg Jazz Orchestra 
and a Viennese Waltz demonstration. 

The Board of Directors wishes to thank all 
those who contributed to and attended this 
successful event. Please call the George C. 
Marshall International Center at 703-777-1301 
or email JVandervaart@georgecmarshall.org 
to receive an invitation to the 2011 Benefit.

Successful Benefit Spotlights Austria and 
Marshall Plan

M A R C H  •  2 0 1 1

Ambassador Young Calls for 21st Century 
Global Marshall Plan
Former U.N. Ambassador, Andrew Young, 
spoke in Leesburg on December 5th in the 
church where General Marshall had been 
a member and his 5-star flag still hangs.

His admiration for General Marshall began 
at age 15, growing up in Louisiana, where 
he said he wasn’t a “very serious student.”  
His grandmother gave him an assignment 
to do research on the Marshall Plan that 
ultimately formed one of the bases for his 
present day concept of a ‘Global Marshall 
Plan’ and ‘Public Purpose Capitalism’—
private investment for the public good.

Young’s career also included service as a 
Congressman, Mayor of Atlanta, a key figure 
with Martin Luther King, Jr. during the civil 
rights movement; and White House staff during 
the Carter Administration.  Besides 45 honorary 
degrees he has received the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, France’s Legion d’honneur, the 
NAACP’s Springarn Medal and the Eagle Award.  
He now heads up Good Works International, 
an organization that engages in development 
projects in Africa and the Caribbean. 

During his speech he referred to the 1936 
Olympics in Berlin when Adolf Hitler refused 
to shake hands with Jesse Owens who had 
just won several track events. That helped 
to shape Ambassador Young’s worldview.  
He said, “You don’t get angry with sick 
people.  You try to find a way to help them.” 

Continued on page 2.

Hundreds Honor 
American Vietnam 
Veterans at Dodona 
A sunny day enhanced the 6th Annual 
Veterans Day Commemoration ceremony, 
co-hosted by the George C. Marshall Inter-
national Center, the town of Leesburg and 
Loudoun County, on the grounds of Dodo-
na Manor November 11th. Active duty and 
retired servicemen and women as well as 
civilians spilled out from underneath the 
tent in the gardens where keynote speak-
ers, Rear Admiral William Cross (retired) 
and Senator James Webb, spoke about 
their experiences during the Vietnam War. 

Cross expressed his gratitude for Ameri-
cans treating recently returned Veterans 
with respect rather than with the harass-
ment he experienced when he returned 
from Vietnam.
 
Webb agreed that Vietnam veterans in 
general did not receive the welcome 
home they deserved.  He emphasized 
the importance of veterans continuing 
to take care of each other particularly 
through the G.I. Bill for college tuition 
and jobs which veterans from World 
Wars I, II, and the Vietnam War secured. 
“There’s no greater honor in Amer-
ica than to be able to say that when 
my country needed me, I stepped for-
ward and met the call,” Webb said. 

Continued on page 6.

Ambassador Andrew Young
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Austrian Master Chef Dazzles Benefit Patrons

 The Marshall Center thanks Wilhelm 
Jonach for his contribution to the success 
of “An Evening at the Marshalls’”. Austrian 
Master Chef Jonach, spends his time 
inspiring students at NOVA and catering at 
the Austrian Embassy. We were fortunate 
to have him consult with caterers, Paula 
Kiley of Seasoned to Taste and Karen Fuog 
of Karen Harper Fuog Catering, suggesting 
ideas for the Austrian food and wine pairings. 

He entertained guests with an Apfel 
Strudel demonstration which involved 
flinging sheets of translucent dough 
large enough to cover a counter top.  

Four freshly made Apfel Strudels were 
auctioned off and contributed nearly $600 
to the funds raised for the Center. Chef 

Jonach recounted his childhood in Austria 
just after the war when he and his family 
including 11 other children were so hungry 
that “their tears tasted good”.  He has not 
forgotten the generosity of the Marshall 
Plan and embraces every opportunity 
to remember that act of generosity.

National Guard 
Officers Visit Dodona

Austrian Master Chef 
Wilhelm Jonach

This past year was a good one for the Marshall 
Center with a great deal happening with respect 
to our programs and our historic house museum, 
Dodona Manor. It would be very hard to single 
out any one event as the most memorable of 2011.

On November 6th we hosted our first 
fundraising benefit styled An Evening 
with the Marshalls which was held in the 
Dodona Manor garden. Austria, a Marshall 
Plan country, was highlighted and we 
were honored to have Dr Christian Prosl, 
Austria’s Ambassador to the United States, 
attend as the event’s Honorary Chairman. 
(This year’s fall benefit will honor Norway.)  

Loudoun’s annual Veteran’s Day ceremony 
was held at Dodona Manor with more than 
300 in attendance. Virginia Senator Jim Webb 
and Rear Admiral William Cross (Ret) were 
the speakers at an event which singled out 
Vietnam veterans for special recognition.

The Marshall-Churchill Exhibit opened in the 
Center’s media room in May with a talk by 
our education specialist, Rachel Thompson, 
who authored much of its content. A reprise 
of Mrs. Thomson’s talk on February 27th 
was co-sponsored for the first time with 
the Mosby Heritage Area Association.

Our Education Committee is busy planning 
this 2011’s installment of the high school 
student exchange between public schools in 
Loudoun County and those in the German 
district of Main-Taunus-Kreis, as well as our 
Marshall Immersion Workshop for teachers. 
The student exchange has attracted a broad 
community and corporate support in the 
Frankfurt area, and Austria has expressed 
interest in our expanding it into their country. 

To close out our year, we were honored to 
host former UN Ambassador Andrew Young 

Ambassador Young Calls for 21st Century 
Global Marshall Plan

These and other factors in his life including the 
Marshall Plan and what he witnessed in Germany 
as total devastation in 1953 gave him the impetus 
for a nonviolent approach to conflict resolution.  

Ambassador Young described an evening when 
he invited the Chinese delegation to the United 
Nations --in their Mao suits-- to his apartment 
for dinner. His whole family – at his wife’s 
insistence -- joined their guests at the table 
where they served ‘Georgia’ food.  “We ended 
up sitting on the floor together, eating spare 
ribs and having an open, lively discussion.”

In recent years Ambassador Young has been 
to Africa a number of times and illustrated 
the impact of the Marshall Plan model – 
a ‘Global Marshall Plan’ as he discussed 
his vision of a transportation corridor in 
Algeria connecting with Nigeria and Ghana. 

When asked about the polarization of the current 
Congress, the former Congressman said, “We had 
that when I was in Congress, but it was mitigated 
in three ways: the gym, the prayer breakfast 
and the cloak room where deals were made.”

(Continued from page 1)

On September 17, 2010 Rachel Thompson 
was privileged to give the keynote briefing 
at the Wisconsin National Guard’s Senior 
Leadership Conference in Camp Douglas, 
WI. Her remarks emphasized General 
Marshall’s dedicated military service, 
his integrity, and remarkable leadership 
during World War II and its aftermath. 
As a follow up, a contingent of officers 
from the Guard, in the Washington area 
for a conference, traveled to Leesburg 
on January 19th to visit Dodona. 
Thompson presented the introduction to 
the Marshall-Churchill Exhibition and 
provided a tour of the house. Dinner 
in the Marshall Room of the Lightfoot 
Restaurant followed. Thompson hopes 
that in the future other National Guard 
groups from around the country will 
develop a similar connection to the Center

At press time, Special Projects Director, 
Rachel Thompson, announced that a 
new version of the Center’s biography, 
America’s Hero to the World: George C. 
Marshall, went to press in mid-February. 
The 4th edition short biography of 
Marshall, originally co-authored by 
Thompson and Lexington, Virginia writer, 
Mary Scott Skutt, for high school readers, 
is being extended and restyled to reach 
a more general audience.  The material 
that focuses on the implementation of the 
Marshall Plan will be enriched to better 
accommodate European interest. 

Thompson is the project director and 
writer of this version which carries the 
working title of “George C. Marshall:  
Soldier in War; Statesman in Peace”;  Janet 
Van der Vaart is providing graphic and 
layout support.  The volume is expected 
to be available in the Dodona bookstore 
later this spring.   Thompson expressed her 
appreciation to retired naval commander 
Don Eager, who as a volunteer, researched 
the best local company to handle the 
reprint.  Potomac Printing Solutions of 
Ashburn will provide 3000 copies of the 
volume. 

New Edition of 
Marshall Biography 
Is Coming Soon

Continued on page 6.
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Bringing History 
to Life

Devoted Volunteer Tends General Marshall’s 
Vegetable Garden
Ben Frank is a devoted gardener, and spends 
lots of time in General Marshall’s vegetable 
garden at Dodona Manor during Leesburg’s 
long growing season.

Born on a Wisconsin farm, he moved away 
with his family to the suburbs near the Twin 
Cities when he was only seven years old.  
“I never had the chance to get bored with 
gardening and I still have a pretty idealistic 
view about it,” he explains.  “I just love 
watching things grow.”

“I started working at Dodona in 2005 or 
2006.  I know I came here as a garden 
volunteer after talking to Fred Morefield  and 
Richard Rohrer, but not sure which of them 
gets the credit for recruiting me.  Jackie Ellis 
was already overseeing the vegetable garden 
when I started working here.”

Ben enjoys gardening so much he tends his 
own garden plot as well as the General’s 
restored garden. His labors at Dodona provide 
produce to share with other volunteers and 
with Loudoun Interfaith.  He estimates that a 
couple hundred pounds of produce is donated 
to the local charity each summer.

“As a Northerner, I’ve enjoyed learning how 
to grow sweet potatoes.  Didn’t have any 
experience with them previously.  And, we’re 

still trying to get an asparagus bed going 
here,” he explained.

 “Pretty soon we’ll be working on developing 
this year’s seed orders; about this time last 
year we were reviewing the Burpee seed 
order,” he added.  General Marshall was a 
good customer of the Burpee Seed Company, 
enjoying a personal correspondence with the 
president of the company in the early 1950’s.  
And the Burpee Company generously 
contributed to the vegetable garden 
restoration.

Though Ben enjoys his work at Dodona, he’s 
more than willing to share the garden tasks 
with other volunteers.  He encourages others 
with gardening interests to contact Dodona 
(703-777-1880) for information. “We can 
always use more willing hands in the garden,” 
he adds.

It’s not often that Dodona Docents have 
a chance to learn about the impact their 
presentation to visitors may have had.  But 
Docent Maggie Claridige had just that 
experience last spring when she received a 
special “Thank You” note from Liz Fulham.

Maggie met the Loudoun County student 
when she came to do research for her school 
History Fair project focusing on Madame 
Chiang Kai-shek. During her tour Maggie 
shared photos and stories about the famed 
friend of the Marshalls.  Liz prepared and 
submitted her project entitled: “Who is 
Madame Chiang Kai-shek, and did her 
friendship with George and Katherine 
Marshall have any historical significance?”

The History Fair judges were impressed 
with Liz’s project and awarded her first 
place in the local history category; Liz then 
competed at the county level.  A few weeks 
later, Liz’s note enthusiastically thanking 
Maggie for sharing so much information 
about the relationship between Mme 
Chiang Kai-shek and the Marshalls arrived 
at Dodona. 

Most Docents agree that shedding light on 
Marshall’s role in twentieth century US 
history is a highlight among their Dodona 
experiences.

Pioneer Docents (from left) Rick Berry, Jan 
Lackner, Helen Furguson and Ann Moore 
were incorrectly identified in the last issue 
of Five Star.  These devoted volunteers are 
among the first who signed on to share the 
Dodona story with visitors.

When the 111th Congress ended in December, 
Senate bill S.1750 and House bill HR.3757, 
both supporting the Marshall Center’s quest 
to achieve status as a National Park Service 
Affiliate, died for lack of congressional 
action.  Despite the need to begin anew with 
the 112th Congress Center Board Member 
Carl Biersack remains optimistic about 
the possibility of success for this effort. 

 “We’re looking forward to the same bipartisan 
and bicameral support as represented by our 
sponsors Senator Webb and Representative 

Quest for Park Service Affiliation Continues

Wolf,” Carl said.  “They and their staffs, 
worked hard to get the bill enacted into law.  
Senator Webb made a valiant effort behind 
the scenes during the Lame Duck session 
to push the Senate bill through since it had 
already been reported out of the Senate’s 
Energy & Natural Resources Committee 
with full support from the Department of 
Interior and the National Park Service.”

Carl also cites Trevor Dean, Legislative 
Assistant to Senator Webb, and Daniel 

Continued on page 6.

Organizations that participated included 
the Virginia Defense Force, Sterling VFW 
9478, Leesburg VFW 1177, Vietnam Veter-
ans of America Chapter 227, VA Hospital of 
Martinsburg WV, Virginia Legion, Virginia 
National Guard and Loudoun County High 
School NJROTC.

Hundreds Honor 
American Veterans 
(Continued from page 1)

Ben Frank

IN MEMORIAM

Members of the Marshall Center 
Board of Directors and its friends were 
saddened to learn of the death of Nestor 
D. Sanchez on January 18th. Mr Sanchez 
served as Executive Vice President of the 
Center and, upon his retirement from the 
Board, was named a Director Emeritus. 
Mr. Sanchez had a distinguished 30-
year career with the Central Intelligence 
Agency. He rose to chief of the Agency’s 
Latin American division, before serving 
as Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense in the Reagan administration. 
He was predeceased by his wife, Joan, 
however he is survived by four sons: 
John, Patrick, Tom and James. A native 
of New Mexico, Mr. Sanchez was 
educated at the New Mexico Military 
Institute and Georgetown University.  
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Thank you members, sponsors, & donors
Mrs. Judith Acheson

Mr. Charles Acker

Mrs. Eleanor Adams

AH&T, Ms. Linda Giersher

Mr. & Mrs. Don Ashbaugh

Mrs. Catherine Ayers-Rigsby

Mr. & Mrs. William S. Babics

Col. & Mrs. Broadus Bailey, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Russell Baker

Mr. Andy Batmanghelidj

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Becek

Mr. & Mrs. John P. Becker

Ms. Diane Benely

Mr. & Mrs. Adam Benn

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Berry

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Black

Mr. Thomas Blake

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Blitz

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Bowers

Mr. Peter Brady

Mr. Daniel Brandel & Ms. Joanne Jessen

Brauns International Company, Mr. 
Andre Holtkamp, Vice President

Col. & Mrs. Bill Brooks

Mrs. Jean Brown

Dr. Betsey Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Allen T. Brown

Dr. Wolf Brueckmann

Mr. & Mrs. Rinaldo Brutoco

Mr. & Mrs. R. Burns

Mr. & Mrs. David C. Butow

Ms. Renate Byrd

Mrs. Alice H. Calhoun

Catoctin Preservation Foundation, Inc.

Mr. Stanley Caulkins

Mr. Gorham S. Clark, Clark & Associates

Mr. & Mrs. Paul L. Clark

Mr. Edward W. Clark, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. James G. Cline

Ms. Brooks Cook

Mrs. Agnes DiZerega Cook

Craftsman Management Team, 
LLC, Mr. Paul B Krauss, CEO

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Crouch

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Crowley

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Daly

Mr. & Mrs. Hans Daschil

J. Bradley Davis, President, Piedmont 
Community Foundation

Mrs. Eeda Dennis

Mr. & Mrs. René Dennis

Mr. Arthur Dewey

Brig. General (Ret) & Mrs. 
Andrew S. Dichter

Mr. Michael Dickerson

Downtown Saloon, Inc, 
Mr. Scott Warner

Ms. Bernice Briggs Egbert

Ms. Jackie Ellis

Mr. & Mrs. Grenville Emmet

Mrs. Jewell Emswiller

Mrs. Sarah Epstein & Mr. 
Donald Collins

Mr. Christian Fabian, REHAU

Mrs. Helen M. Ferguson

Admiral & Mrs. Thomas Flynn

Mr. Terry Fowler

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Frank

Ms. Andrea E. Gaines

Mr. & Mrs.David Gehr

Mr. James Geoffrey II

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Getty

Mr. John W. Gill

Mr. Albert Gravallese, DMJM Harris

Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Green

Mr. Thomas L. Groppel

Dr. & Mrs. David Groy

Ms. Kathy Haberman

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Hall

Ms. Elizabeth C. Halley

Mrs. B. Powell Harrison

The Honorable & Mrs. 
Arthur  A. Hartman

Dr. Edgar B. Hatrick, III

Ms. Anne H. Heacock

The History Channel, A&E 
Television Networks

Mr. Yurij Holdwinsky

Mr. & Mrs. David R Horn

Mr. & Mrs. Guy W. Horsley, Jr.

Mrs. Douglas W. Hunt

Colonel & Mrs. Gerhard L. Jacobson

General John P. Jumper, USAF (Ret)

Mr. Joseph W. Keating, Jr.

Admiral & Mrs. Curtis Kemp

Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Kiley

Mr. & Mrs. John Kimball

Mr. & Mrs. Jack King

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Knutson

Ms. Juanita Koilpillai

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Lailas

Mr. & Mrs. Brett  A. Lane

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin C. Lawrence

Mr. & Mrs. K.  L. Lawson

Mr. & Mrs. H. Pettus LeCompte

Mr. William F. Lee, Jr.

Ms. Janet Z. Lehane

Mr. Reiner Leifhelm

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Leigh Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin C. Leopard

Loudoun Preservation Society

Mr. & Mrs. R. G. Luther

Ms. Sandra Luther

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Lynn

Ms. Ursula MacMillan

Mr. and Mrs. O.  Leland Mahan

Mr. & Mrs. Charles P. Maloney , III

Ms. Jacqueline B. Mars

Ms. Laura Maschler

The Honorable Joseph T. May

Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Mazzucchelli

Mr. & Mrs. Harrison McAlpine, Jr.

The Honorable & Mrs. 
Burke F. McCahill

Dr. & Mrs. Andrew McCarthy

General & Mrs. Kenneth McIntyre

Ms. Mary Margaret Meadows

Mr. Hendrik Meijer

Mr. & Mrs. Michael L. Metz

Middleburg Bank

Mr. & Mrs. Randall Minchew

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey D. Mitchell

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Moody

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick L. Morefield

Mr. & Mrs. John Morgan

Morningside Management 
LLC,  Ms. Kelly Mason

Mrs. Georgiana Moser

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Motheral

Dr. & Mrs. Nathanael Mullener

Mr. & Mrs. R. Nakamoto

Mrs. Robert Newton

Mr. Milton Nichols

O’Shaughnessy-Hurst Memorial 
Foundation, Mr. William Soza

Palio Ristorante Italiano, Mr. A. Nino

Mr. Philp Paschall

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Patton

PDMP Gallery Mr. William M. Teringgo

The Family of Ms. Brit 
Aabakken Peterson

Continued on page 7.
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Spotlight on Our Sponsors

The Directors of George C. Marshall 
International Center appreciate the support 
and participation of its corporate sponsors 
in its mission to preserve and advance the 
enduring legacy of General Marshall.   This 

issue spotlights Middleburg Bank and 
encourages our readers to thank the leaders 
and staff of this important community 
resource for their support and service.

Middleburg Bank:  Serving Loudoun County 
and its Residents

Founded in 1924 – just few years before 
the Great Depression – Middleburg Bank 
has grown with Loudoun County.  It began 
with just one location in Middleburg and 
it would be 70 years before Bank leaders 
ventured outside of Middleburg and opened 
a second location in Purcellville.  But over 
the years the Bank has helped its clients 
prosper through good times and bad, and 
now Middleburg Bank is the number one 
bank in the county in terms of deposit share. 

From these humble beginnings, the company 
has grown into a diversified financial services 
company that now provides commercial 
banking, investment management, trust 
administration and mortgage loans.  

Today Middleburg Bank has more than $1 
billion in assets and nearly $900 million in 
deposits. Middleburg Investment Group has 
$1.3 billion in assets under administration.  The 
Bank has expanded its presence over the years 
and now serves individuals and businesses 
from offices in Middleburg, Purcellville, 
Leesburg, Ashburn, Reston, Gainesville, 
Marshall, Warrenton and Williamsburg.

Since the day it opened its doors, Middleburg 
Bank has been committed to helping its clients 
succeed by providing personalized services 
and recommendations that are tailored to the 
unique needs and goals of the Bank’s clients. 
Today Middleburg Bank provides individuals 
and business with a diverse set of financial 
product that range from simple solutions 
like checking and savings accounts that 
make it easy to manage everyday finances, 
to sophisticated commercial services for 
businesses of all sizes.  Over the years, the 
Bank has lent money to thousands of clients to 
help them purchase homes, buy cars and start 
businesses.  In 2010 alone, the Bank lent over 
$100 million right here in the community. 

As a community bank, Middleburg Bank’s 
commitment to this area sets it apart from 
many other banks that operate in Northern 

Virginia.  The Bank’s roots run deep in this 
area and it has a vested interest in the success 
of the area and the people who live here.  

One of the ways Middleburg Bank 
demonstrates that commitment is through 
its support of area non-profit organizations.  
Over the years, the Bank has supported 
hundreds of non-profit organizations as they 
strive to accomplish their good works.  Not 
only does the Bank provide banking services 
to some of the leading non-profits in the area, 
but it also provides financial contributions and 
encourages its employees to give generously 
of their time and talents.  Whether it’s helping 
find a cure for breast cancer through the 
Cherry Blossom Foundation Walks and Runs, 
working with the Windy Hill Foundation to 
provide affordable housing or supporting 
the efforts of the George C. Marshall 
International Center at Dodona Manor, 
Middleburg Bank and its people are actively 
involved in the organizations that are making 
a difference in the lives of the people who 
live and work right here in our communities.

George C. Marshall 
International 

Center At 
Dodona Manor 

MAJOR 
SPONSORS 
O   O   O   O   O 

HA RV EY 
W. 

 HO TTEL 

1st Annual Easter 
Egg Hunt At Dodona 
Manor and Spring
Membership Drive

Friends of The Marshall Center will host its 
1st Annual Easter Egg Hunt on the grounds 
of Dodona Manor on Saturday, April 23rd 
from 2:00 to 4:00 P.M. More than 2000 
eggs will be hidden. Admission is free. 
There will be raffles with great prizes for 
children and adults. Tickets to The Marshall 
Center’s Annual Benefit, memberships and 
commemorative bricks will be offered for 
sale, as well as a delicious assortment of 
cookies from Mom’s Apple Pie, lemonade 
and other beverages. Grandparents may take 
a free tour of Dodona Manor.
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Scandling, Chief of Staff to Representative 
Wolf for their consistent support during the 
last Congress.  He adds that Brent Robinson 
who works for Virginia Representative Rob 
Wittman, a member of the House Natural 
Resources Committee, has also been very 
helpful.  “As we prepare for the re-introduction 
of the bills in the new Congress, we’re working 
to get the entire Virginia delegation to support 
the effort as original cosponsors,” he said. 

“We are optimistic that our effort will receive 

the same positive support from the Park Service 
that National Park Service Associate Director 
Stephen E. Whitesell expressed last year when 
testifying before the Senate Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources,” commented 
Marshall Center Board President Steve Price.  
“We have known since this effort began that 
it could take some time to get a decision.”

Board of Directors
Stephen C. Price, Esq., President

Mrs. Helga Otto Haub, Vice President
Ambassador Keith L. Wauchope, Vice President 

Robert E. Sevila, Esq., Secretary
Mr. Reiner Leifhelm, Treasurer

Mr. Thomas G. Jewell, Emeritus

George C. Marshall International Center  

Quest for Park Service Affiliation Continues

Lord Watson of 
Richmond to 
speak to Marshall 
Center Friends

Friends of the Center can spend an 
evening with Lord Watson of Richmond 
CBE, M.A., the High Steward of the 
University of Cambridge, on Monday, 
May 9, as he shares his thoughts on the 
rise and relevance of the European Union 
including its links to the Marshall Plan. 

Lord Watson’s career spans broadcasting, 
politics and academia.  For 27 years he was 
a BBC Television journalist hosting the 
BBC’s flagship current affairs program 
and its premier business program.  In 
politics, Lord Watson served as President 
of the Liberal Party during the merger 
which led to the formation of the present 
Liberal Democrats.  He sits in the House 
of Lords and has served on key select 
committees on the European Union.

His awards include the Churchill Medal, 
the Commander’s Grand Cross Romanian 
Order of Merit and the Knight’s Grand 
Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal 
Republic of Germany.  He is currently 
Chairman of the Cambridge Foundation.

Staff
Patricia Magee Daly, Executive Director

Richard Rohrer, Operations Manager
Janet R. van der Vaart, Tours and Events Coordinator

Anne H. Heacock, CPA, Finance Manager
Rachel Y. Thompson, Special Projects Coordinator

Patricia A. Black, Docent Director
Alisa Soderquist, Exchange Program Coordinator

Mr. Joseph W. Keating, Jr., Emeritus
Frederick L. Morefield, Emeritus
Senator Charles L. Waddell, Emeritus

Mrs. Catherine Ayers-Rigsby
Mr. Carl Biersack
Dr. Wolf Brueckmann
Mr. Brian Chavis
Gorham S. (Rory) Clark, Esq.
Mrs. Alfred P. Dennis
Mr. Christian Fabian
Mr. Thomas J. Flynn
Dr. Edgar B. Hatrick, III

Mrs. Helga Otto Haub
Mr. Donald D. Hill
Mr. Reiner Leifhelm
Delegate Joe T. May
Mr. James Gordon McKinley, III
Mr. Joe Motheral
Mr. Robert Harrison Patton
Mr. Phillip C. Rusciolelli
Robert E. Sevila, Esq.

(Continued from page 3)

be put to work to advance our program.

After careful consideration, our board decided 
to make Dodona Manor available on a limited 
basis to rent for weddings and similar events. 
Anyone interested in booking the property 
should contact Janet van der Vaart (703) 777-
1301 or jvandervaart@georgecmarshall.org.

We hope to see you soon!

	 Steve Price

who presented a fascinating talk on his 
career, as well as the need for a “Marshall 
Plan” for Africa. Planning is well advanced 
for a series of programs in the new year 
which should be every bit as stimulating.

We were grieved at the death of our long-
time director Katherine (“Kitty”) Boyd who 
died in September. A long-time community 
preservationist, she had been with us from 
the very beginning. She honored us with a 
$450,000 legacy for construction work at 
Dodona Manor. Our board will consider 
very carefully how this generous gift will 

Message From The President
(Continued from page 2)

Gibson Speaks to 
Center Friends

VMI Museum Director Keith E. Gibson 
shared a glimpse of student life at VMI 
with Friends of Dodona and guests on 
March 14 at Dodona Manor when he 
spoke on “A Standard of Conduct: Life at 
VMI for the Marshall Boys”.  Attendees 
enjoyed this insight into the formative 
student experiences of the young George 
C. Marshall and his old brother Stuart 
during their cadet days in Lexington.
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As you read this, a group of dedicated 
volunteers will be on the road to visit 
people in the area who remember the 
Marshall family.  At Dodona Manor we 
have already interviewed many of the 
Marshalls’ close friends and we value 
each of those stories, but there are 
more.  Our docents and staff frequently 
encounter people in the community 
who tell us stories of their encounters 
with the family, and it is those stories 
that we are hoping to capture.  Almost 
everyone who lived in the area during 
the forties and fifties had (or witnessed) 
some interaction with the family.  Those 
are the stories that help us understand 
General Marshall as a human being 
rather than a remote hero.

Once the stories are collected and 
recorded we anticipate sharing them 
with you in an upcoming exhibit.  If 
you have a story to share, please contact 
Janet van der Vaart at memories@
georgecmarshall.org.

Docents Collecting Marshall Memories

My Love to All of You,” Marshall Family Letters,

a cease-fire between the warring forces of 
Mao and Chiang, he wrote her a generous 
thank you for an electric razor Christmas 
gift: “Everyone in the house,” he noted, “is 
begging to give it a try. I introduced it at the 
dinner table, which is hardly a barbershop.” 

In another note, written from London in 
December 1947 while he was Secretary of 
State and attending the foreign ministers 
conference, he expressed to Madge that 
he would so much like to be visiting in her 
home rather than in “[these] interminable 
negotiations.” Apologizing for the brevity 
of his message, he mentioned with a 
certain weariness, “I am due at 10 Downing 
Street in about 15 minutes and from 
there on to negotiations and from there to 
Buckingham Palace and then I hope to bed.” 

Although most of these letters were 
written against the backdrop of Marshall’s 
public roles, those penned toward the 
end provide a glimpse of a man whose 
duties to country had finally been fulfilled. 

Mrs. Thompson is the Special Projects 
Director at the George C. Marshall 
International Center. 

Rachel Yarnell Thompson’s presentation in 
the George C. Marshall Research Library 
on Thursday, February 17th offered a look 
into a collection of personal letters written 
by George C. Marshall to family members 
between 1942 and 1958. Providing valuable 
insights into the home life of a very private 
man, this set of original correspondence was 
given to the George C. Marshall International 
Center by Allen Tupper Brown Jr., the 
grandson of Katherine T. Marshall, and is 
now on loan to the Marshall Foundation.

Using images from the collection, plus 
rare family photographs, Mrs. Thompson’s 
lecture includes poignant letters written by 
Marshall’s stepson Allen Tupper Brown 
from the Italian front in March and April 
1943. In one account he described a warm, 
sun-drenched day, but also foreshadowed his 
own future when he wrote: “The noise of the 
artillery is a reminder, however, and no matter 
how beautiful it is, it is bound to be a sad day 
for many people as is every day of this war.” 

Also featured in the presentation are 
Marshall’s later letters to the widow of 
Allen Brown, Mrs. Margaret “Madge” 
Brown Pendleton. They reveal a man 
who with wit and charm maintained rich 
family connections, even as he confronted 
enormous international challenges. From 
Nanking, China, where he was brokering 

The Leesburg Garden Club will host a plant 
sale on the grounds of Dodona Manor on 
Saturday, April 9.  Sales begin at 9 am.  
Early shoppers will have the best selection.

Garden Club To 
Host Plant Sale

Ms. Linda B. Porter

Presidential Bank, Mr. Nicholas Cooper 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen C. Price

Mrs. Jane G. Rager

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ragsdale

Mr. Lloyd F Reese

REHAU, Dr. Kathleen Saylor

Ms. Avis Renshaw, Mom’s Apple Pie

Ms. Schuyler Richardson

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Roberts

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Rodland

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rohrer

Rolls-Royce North America Inc., 
General Stephen G Wood

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Ruefer

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Rusciolelli

Mr. & Mrs. John Rust

Mr. Ron Rust & Ms. Judy Kozacik

Ms. Cheryl Sadowski & Mr. Bill Fulham

Dr. Kathleen Saylor

SBA Global Logistics, Mr. & 
Mrs. Robert R. Henderson

Mr. John Schisler

Mr. & Mrs. William E. Schuiling

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel D. Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen B. Smith

Mr. Jim Snitker

Mr. & Mrs. C. Stewart Snoddy, Jr.

Mrs. Alisa Soderquist

Mr. & Mrs. David Stack

Ms. Ginger Stephens

Mr. & Mrs. David Struba

Mr. James Stultz

Mr. & Mrs. David Thomas

Mr. & Mrs. Kennard Thompson

Mr. & Mrs. Dirk W. Vandervaart

Dr. & Mrs. Frank Volberg

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Vore

Mr. & Mrs. Fraser Wallace

The Honorable Keith L. Wauchope

Ms. Su Webb

Dr. & Mrs. George Webber

Ms. Jacqueline Weil

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Welsh

Rev.  E. B. White, III

Ms. Elizabeth D. Whiting

Mr. James J.  Winn, Jr.

Woman’s Club of Loudoun

Hon. & Mrs. Dean S. Worcester

Mr. & Mrs. William Travis Worsham

Ms. Carolyn Wyrsch

Mr. Pasquale Zicari

Ms. Barbara Zicari & Mr. 
Jay Kloosterboer

(Continued from page 4)



George C. Marshall
International Center

217 Edwards Ferry Road

Leesburg, Virginia 20176

Phone: 703.777.1880
Fax: 703.777.2889

Email: dodona@georgecmarshall.org
Web: www.georgecmarshall.org

AGAINST THE ODDS:  THE 
RISE AND  RELEVANCE OF 
THE EUROPEAN UNION

Lord Watson of Richmond CBE, M.A., 
the High Steward of the University of 
Cambridge, 7 P.M. on May 9. General 
admission is $10 per person; donors, free.

PLANT SALE 

April 9, 9 A.M., Hosted by Leesburg 
Garden Club

EASTER EGG HUNT

April 23, 2 P.M., Grounds 
of Dodona Manor

Dodona Manor is open to the 
 public Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 Sundays from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Tours are given on the hour with the last 
tour beginning at 4 p.m.

Mid-week tours are available by 
 prior arrangement. 

For reservations please call 703.777.1301

For more information please visit www.
georgecmarshall.org

Upcoming Events at Dodona Manor

GARDEN AND HOUSE TOURS

April 16 – 18, Historic Garden 
Week in Virginia

JULY 4TH AT DODONA MANOR

Grounds open and celebration begins 
immediately following the Leesburg 4th 
of July parade

EVENTS FOR MARSHALL 
CENTER DONORS

Events Open To The Public

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
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AN EVENING AT THE 
MARSHALLS’

Fall 2011,  at Dodona Manor, a benefit for 
the Marshall Center at Dodona Manor

VETERANS DAY OBSERVANCE

November 11, honoring America’s 
veterans, under the tent on the grounds of 
Dodona Manor

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE

December 4, 1-5 P.M., Dodona Manor 
decorated for the holidays.  Free 
admissiongrounds of Dodona Manor


