
 On July 7th, at a reception at her resi-
dence in Washington, Austrian Ambassador 
Eva Nowotny presented to the Center a gift of 
150,000 Euros (roughly $225,000) in support 
of education programs and ongoing operations 
at Dodona Manor. The Ambassador conveyed 
her countryÕs appreciation of the CenterÕs ef-
forts in preserving Dodona Manor and in the 
development of educational programs which 
advance the legacy of George Marshall.  ÒThe 
CenterÕs work deserves support, especially 
from the countries which beneÞted from the 
Marshall Plan,Ó Ambassador Nowotny stated.  
 In thanking the Austrians for this gener-
ous gift, Board President Fred MoreÞeld noted 
that ten years ago Austria was the Þrst of the 
Marshall Plan countries to come forward with 
Þnancial support. At that time the CenterÕs task 
was the restoration of Dodona Manor. For the 

past Þve years however the Center has focused 
on the development of educational programs. 
With this gift, Mr. MoreÞeld noted, their con-
tinued development will be possible.

Article continued on page 3.

Government of Austria Donates $225,000  
in support of Dodona Manor

The George C. Marshall International Center at Dodona Manor

.One Man’s Trash is the 
George Marshall  
Center’s Treasure   

  
 When long-time Leesburg shoemaker 
Vicenzo Raneri, passed away, many of the 
contents of his shop ended up in a dumpster.  
Luckily, Scott Gustafson a confessed scaven-
ger (whose business Windward Properties is 
located in an adjoining building) jumped into 
the dumpster and came up with some cor-
respondence between Mr. Raneri and George 
Marshall.    
 Mr. Raneri had written General Marshall 
asking him to join the local American Legion 
post.  General Marshall responded that he 
thought that he was already a member Ð but 
said that he would look into it. It is especially 
interesting that this letter was written during 
MarshallÕs Þrst week as Secretary of State.  A 
follow-up letter from General MarshallÕs sec-
retary communicated that in fact, Marshall was 
already a member of an American Legion Post 
in his home town, Union Town, Pennsylvania.  
 Very thoughtfully, Scott donated the two 
letters, and their envelopes to the Center.  In 
return, we will be giving his family and friends 
a special tour of Dodona Manor.  
 If you have Marshall correspondence to 
share with us, please let us know.

Ambassador Eva Nowotny and GCM President Frederick L. 
Morefield
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 The theme for this yearÕs Marshall Immer-
sion Workshop, ÒA Visionary Adventure across 
Continents,Ó was particularly apt given that Þve 
of the participants were high school teachers 
from Europe Ð two from Germany and three 
from Austria. 
 Clearly, the opportunity to work with 
original Marshall documents at the Marshall 
Library in Lexington was a high point for 
everyone. Participants also noted that hav-
ing teachers from other cultures present was 
of great value as well. ÒIt was very useful to 
get an insight/opinion about Marshall and the 

Marshall Plan from a non-American point of 
view.  To hear how Marshall was the most im-
portant American to them was something that I 
never had consideredÓ commented Jim Miller 
from Burke, Virginia. Teacher Robert Rodey 
of Chicago observed that having the foreign 
instructors was ÒÉlike working with primary 
sources!Ó
 Overall the assessments were very posi-
tive.  ÒIt was great Ð I would recommend this 
workshop to any teacherÓ and, ÒI really en-
joyed the experience.  I had no idea that there 
was so much to learn about George MarshallÓ 
were typical of the feedback we received.
  
 “First, I want to thank you all – Rachel  
 (Thompson), Alisa (Soderquist), and  
 Pat (Black) – for the perfect arrangements  
 and extremely well-organized workshop  
 and support during our stay.  It was really  
 a pleasure to work with you and one of the  
 best experiences in workshops that I’ve  
 ever had!”   
 Brigitta Meszaros, Austria



 I am pleased to report that our operations 
continue to be in balance Þnancially Ð since 
May, revenues have equaled or exceeded 
expenses every month.  This is without 
considering the wonderful gift from the 
Austrians.  Furthermore, for the Þrst time in 
years each month we are paying down our 
debt, albeit slowly!  As I have noted before, 
fully eliminating our 4.3 million dollar debt 
(most of which was incurred in the mid-90s) 
is a key goal of the Board.  Raising funds 
for debt reduction is difÞcult as donors 
generally prefer to have their gifts used for 
new facility construction and program support.  
Somewhere, I know, there is an angel or a 
group of angels willing to help us.  If you have 
ideas please call me at 540-668-7100, or email 
me at moreÞeldf@cs.com.     .         
 

 In mid-February the Board will hold 
a strategic planning retreat.  One question 
we will be asking is how to most effectively 
pursue our mission between now and the time 
that our planned education facilities become 
available. Utilization of the gift from the 
Austrians will be one issue we will consider.  I 
will report on our ideas in the next newsletter.                   
 Finally, our auditors, Yount Hyde 
and Barbour, have reviewed our Þnancial 
operations and results for 2007 and given us a 
clean bill of health.  The report can be obtained 
by calling the ofÞce at 703-777-1880.
 
 

                                         
    Fred Morefield

Message From The President
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Brian Chavis Elected 
to the Board 

 
 The Board of the Center has elected 
Brian Chavis, CEO of the ARGroup, to 
the Board.  Brian is the immediate past 
Chairman of the Board of the Loudoun 
County Chamber of Commerce.  In both 
2004 and 2005 Brian was the recipient of 
the ChamberÕs highest annual honor for 
volunteer activities.  Earlier this year he was 
given the Town of LeesburgÕs George C. 
Marshall Prize for service to the community.  
The ARGroup, which Brian founded in 
1986 provides managed IT services for 
commercial and government clients.  Prior 
to moving to this region, Brian was the 
Robert F. Hastings Fellow at the University 
of Illinois where he served as an assistant 
professor.        

Grants Obtained for 
the Administration of 

Exchange Programs    

 The OÕShaughnessy-Hurst Memorial 
Foundation has given the Center two 
grants totaling  $20,000 to support the 
administration of exchange programs 
between Loudoun County and Main-Taunus-
Kreis, LoudounÕs sister county in Germany. 
The Center helped get these exchanges of 
students and teachers underway in 2007. 
Alisa Soderquist, who coordinates exchange 
programs for the Center, collaborated with 
Keith Nusbaum, Assistant to Scott York, 
Chairman of the Loudoun County Board 
of Supervisors, in the development of the 
proposals to the OÕShaughnessy-Hurst 
Memorial Foundation. 
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 What a multilingual introduction!  During 
a July 4th ceremony, Leesburg Mayor Kristen 
Umstaddt welcomed more than 80 ofÞcials 
from 32 Eastern European and Central Asian 
countries Ð each in their own language! For 
a second year the Advanced Security Studies 
class from the George C. Marshall European 
Center for Security Studies in Garmisch-
Partenkirchen, Germany, came to Leesburg 
and Dodona Manor to participate in our July 
4th celebrations and learn about George 
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Marshall. The group was in the middle of a 12-
week program focusing on democracy, human 
rights, counter-terrorism, and other important 
public issues.     
 A dozen of the groupÕs members joined 
the Mayor in carrying an enormous American 
ßag as the parade progressed along King 
Street; the rest, waving ßags from their 
countries and America, watched the parade 
from a special viewing area in front of the 
courthouse.  Afterwards the group returned to 
Dodona Manor for a typical American picnic 
Ð complete with hotdogs, hamburgers, and a 
tour of the house.  Ambassadors and diplomats 
(many with their families) from ten of the 
groupÕs countries  as well as members of our 
Friends group and our Board were on hand to 
host the guests.      
 More than 
30 docents 
and volunteers 
helped make 
this event a great 
success.  When 
the three buses 
carrying the 
group pulled out 
at 3 PM, clean-
up began.  Town 
Council member 
Marty Martinez 
helped with the 
biggest task Ð carrying the 175 folding chairs 
to the garage.  The cleanup was completed just 
before 4 PM and the  
afternoon rain!

“Jake” and Ann Jacobson, members of the Friends of 
Dodona Manor, speaking with Guests
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 A portion of the Austrian GovernmentÕs 
gift will be used to develop an Austrian version 
of the CenterÕs Marshall Immersion Workshop 
Ð a one-week program in the summer that now 
attracts high school history teachers from all 
over the U.S., and in recent years, Germany.   
As a Þrst step three Austrian high school teach-
ers would be participating in this summerÕs 

workshop (see Ò6th Annual Marshall Immer-
sion WorkshopÓ on page 1).  
 Ambassadors and diplomats from a 
number of the Marshall Plan countries attended 
the reception along with members of the Cen-
terÕs Board, donors who are members of the 
Marshall Legacy Trust, and the staff members 
directing this summerÕs workshop Ð Rachel 
Thompson and Alisa Soderquist.      
 Ambassador Nowotny will be leaving 
Washington this year and retiring from the 
Austrian diplomatic corps.  She visited Dodona 
Manor twice during her stay and was a charter 
member of the Friends of Dodona Manor. She 
will be missed.
 As a token of the CenterÕs appreciation for 
this gift, Mr. MoreÞeld presented to Ambas-
sador Nowotny, for the embassy, a digital copy 
of the portrait of George Marshall that hangs in 
the Dodona Manor dining room.

Austrian Gift  (continued)

Mr. John Dennis, Robert E. Selvia, Esq, Ambassador Keith L. 
Wauchope, Mr. Robert Harrison Patton

 On October 5th 
Mrs. Sheila Casey. 
the wife of General 
George Casey, the 
current Chief of Staff 
of the Army, opened 

the CenterÕs new exhibition, ÒKatherine Mar-
shall: First Lady of the Army.Ó   The exhibit, 
curated by Pat Black, the CenterÕs Docent 
Director, presents the full and interesting life 
of Katherine Marshall.  Two granddaughters of 
Katherine were present for the opening Ð Kitty 
Winston from Ojai, California, and Ellene 
Winn from Baltimore.  Both added a special 
dimension to the opening by wearing items 
that once belonged to Katherine: Ellene, the 
brooch that George Marshall gave to Katherine 
when he asked her to marry him, and Kitty, 
one of KatherineÕs Chinese dresses.   
 Rachel Thompson of the Center staff 
gave a brief  talk on Katherine Marshall and 
introduced the exhibit.  In her remarks for 
the ribbon cutting, Sheila Casey talked of the 

The People and Government of Austria

Mr. Carl Biersack

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Black

Mr. and Mrs. F. Gorham Brigham

Mrs. Alice H. Calhoun

Major General  (Ret.) William N. Clark

Lt. Colonel Peter Coppolino

Mrs. Eeda Dennis

Dr. Alfred L Dennis, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Finnerty

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Frank

Colonial Dames of America

Mr. Thomas L. Groppel

Dr. Edgar B. Hatrick, III

Ms. Anne H. Heacock

Lt. General and Mrs. Edward Heinz

Mr. Donald D. Hill

Mr. Edward Junk

Mr. & Mrs. Jack King

Mr. and Mrs. Harrison McAlpine, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. McGinnis

Mrs. Betty McNair

Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Metz

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Moliere

Mr. Frederick L. Morefield

O’Shaughnessy-Hurst Memorial Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Patton

Mr. Kurt Pfluger

Mr. and Mrs. William Ray

REHAU Incorporated

Dr. Kathleen Saylor, CEO, Rehau

Professor John Roche

Dr. and Mrs. J.M. Rogers

The Honorable Leonard Shurtleff

Ms. Shirley Stauffacher

Ms. Phyllis Teal

Town of Leesburg

Mrs. Janet R. Vandervaart

Ms. Rebeca W. Watkin

Mrs. Joan Williams

Thank you members, 
sponsors, and donors

We would like to thank the following for their 
contributions since June 2008.   

If you recently contributed to Dodona manor and 
we missed your name, please let us know. 

Exhibition on Katherine  
Marshall Opened

esteem with which Katehrine Marshall is still 
held in military circles and regaled the guests 
with a few stories of the life of an Army wife 
today.   
 Among those also present for the opening 
were Alice Pickering, 
the wife of Ambassador 
Thomas Pickering; the 
Mayor of Leesburg, 
Kristen Umstaddt; Ann 
Cassell, representing 
KatherineÕs college, 
Hollins University; and 
Katherine T. Marshall 
scholar Mary Catherine 
Santoro.  The comments 
from guests afterwards 
included, ÒIt brought 
out KatherineÕs depth and character.Ó  ÒSuch 
a nice rerßection of KatherineÕs life.Ó ÒOnce 
again I came away from Dodona Manor feeling 
inspired.Ó

Sheila Casey serves to 
Kitty Winston, George 
C. Marshall’s Grand-

daughter
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Show your support  
and relax.

The Adirondack Chair 
Memorial Gift 
one for Dodona Manor, one for you.

Now when you make a Adirondack 
Memorial Chair gift of $1,500, one 
chair will be placed in Dodona ManorÕs 
gardens and grounds and the other will 
be given to you to thank you for your 
support. These beautiful, sturdy chairs 
are modeled after those that George and 
Katherine used to read and relax in amid 
their garden. They are a wonderful way 
to support Dodona Manor and can be 
made in honor or in memoriam of indi-
viduals, and include a donor acknowl-
edgement plaque.

Board of Directors
Mr. Frederick L. MoreÞeld, President
Mrs. Helga Otto Haub, Vice-President

Mr. James Gordon McKinley, III, Secretary
Gorham S. (Rory) Clark, Esq, Treasurer

George C. Marshall International Center  

Mrs. William A. Boyd, Emeritus
Mr. Thomas G. Jewell, Emeritus
Mr. Joseph W. Keating Jr., Emeritus 
Mr. Nestor D. Sanchez, Emeritus
Senator Charles L. Waddell, Emeritus

Mrs. Catherine Ayers-Rigsby
Mr. Carl Biersack
Dr. Wolf Brueckmann
Mr. Brian Chavis
Gorham S. (Rory) Clark, Esq
Mrs. Alfred P. Dennis
Dr. Edgar B. Hatrick III

Staff
Richard Rohrer, Operations Manager

Janet R. Van der Vaart, Tours and Events Coordinator
Anne H. Heacock CPA, Finance Manager

Rachel Y. Thompson, Special Projects Coordinator
Patricia A. Black, Docent Director

Alisa Soderquist, Exchange Program Coordinator

Mrs. Helga Otto Haub
Mr. Enric L. P. Hessing
Mr. Donald D. Hill
Delegate Joe T. May
Mr. James Gordon McKinley, III
Mr. Frederick L. MoreÞeld
Mr. Joe Motheral
Mr. Robert Harrison Patton
Stephen C. Price, Esq
Mr. Robert C. Ragsdale
Robert E. Sevila, Esq
Ambassador Keith L. Wauchope

You can send membership fees OR an unrestricted gift directly to the George C. Marshall International Center at 
217 Edwards Ferry Road, Leesburg, VA 20176.

 BECOME A FRIEND OF DODONA MANOR
 YES, I would like to become a member and help ensure that George C. MarshallÕs

 remarkable legacy is shared with future generations.

 INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS:
 Friend of Dodona Manor  Individual $200 

Couple  $300 
 Special Friend of Dodona Manor    $500 

 For individuals not residing in the vicinity of Leesburg or  
 unable to take regular advantage of Dodona Manor - 

 Friend of George Marshall  Individual $75 
      Couple  $125 

 special MEMBERSHIP societies:
 George and Katherine Marshall Society   $2,000 
 Marshall Legacy Trust     $5,000 
 Marshall Legacy Trust - Laureate    $10,000   

Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________ State: _________ Zip: ________________

Phone: ( ______ ) _____________________ E-mail: _________________________________

Enclosed is my check for: $ __________ (make payable to George C. Marshall International Center)

Please charge my membership contribution of $ ___________ to:   VISA   Mastercard

Card number __________________________ Exp. date: ________    American Express
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The George C. Marshall 
International Center 

at Dodona Manor
217 Edwards Ferry Road
Leesburg, Virginia 20176

Phone:  703.777.1880
Fax:  703.777.2889

Email:  dodona@georgecmarshall.org  
Web:  www.georgecmarshall.org

 It all began innocently enough - Mary 
Bliss, who was just completing her training 
as a docent, was asked to assist an experi-
enced docent give tours on Monday, July 7th.  
Unfortunately there was some confusion sur-
rounding the date and the experienced docent 
did not show up.  Mary found herself all alone 
when the Þrst group - three men - arrived and 
asked for a tour.  They made it as far as the 
living room (the Þrst stop), when two women 
appeared who also wanted a tour - one quite 
elderly and the other, her daughter. Mary ex-
plained to all Þve that this was the Þrst tour she 
had ever given - she would do her best.  
 The tour went very well - with good ques-
tions and conversation. As the tour was ending 
the elderly woman said to her daughter, ÒAsk 
about the bust.Ó  The daughter asked Mary, Òis 
there a bust of Marshall in the house?Ó  Mary 
didnÕt know so she asked Operations Director 
Richard Rohrer, who had just arrived. Richard 
accompanied Mary to a meeting room on the 
third ßoor where he retrieved a large plaster 
bust of Marshall and brought it down.  ÒIs 
this the bust you were asking about?Ó Mary 
inquired. The elderly woman was thrilled 
to see it, she had given this bust to B. Pow-
ell Harrison, the founder of the George C. 
Marshall International Center, more than 15 
years earlier.  As a speech writer for President 
Truman she had developed a deep respect 
for Marshall and had acquired the bust.  Her 

daughter explained that this was her motherÕs 
90th birthday and she had asked to be brought 
to Leesburg to see if George MarshallÕs home 
was still standing.  What a surprise it was to 
her to Þnd that Dodona Manor was not only 
standing but fully restored and that the bust she 
had given so many years ago had survived.  At 
this point, someone began to sing Happy Birth-
day.  Everyone joined in and tears were coming 
down many cheeks.
 For Mary, it turned out, the day had just 
started.  Twelve more visitors, including one 
gentleman just back from his second tour in 
Iraq and an American family living in Turkey, 
received tours from the now Òhighly-experi-
encedÓ Mary.  Interestingly, all of the children 
of the American family were wearing T-shirts 
with ÒGeorge MarshallÓ on them.  That, Mary 
was told, was the name of their school in Tur-
key!
 Final statistics for the day - 17 visitors, 
$151 dollars in visitor fees, $50 in book store 
sales, and $4 in donations.  Super results for a 
Þrst-time docent!  
 Final note: MaryÕs daughter, Hallie Bliss, 
is also a new Dodona Manor docent - at 17 
years of age,  our youngest.  Recently Hallie 
helped give tours to a group of 120 high school 
students.  They were fascinated to learn that 
someone of their own age had become a 
docent.  Apparently George Marshall is ÒcoolÓ 
when presented by a teenager.

V O L U N T E E R  S P O T L I G H T George C. Marshall 
International 

Center 
At 

Dodona Manor 

MAJOR 
SPONSORS 
!    !    !    !    ! 

HA RV EY 
W. 

 HO TTEL 

V O L U N T E E R  C O R N E R

In May we 
received a 
letter from 
John Gill of 
Washington 
who 
complimented 
us on the 

restoration of 
Dodona Manor (ÒGeneral Marshall and his 
wife would be so pleasedÓ). He also noted 
some potential safety hazards related to the 
steps and uneven ßoors one encounters when 
passing from one part of the house to another.  
Our Operations Manager Richard Rohrer was 
able to address most of these hazards with 
eye-catching yellow and black tape. However, 
it was clear that a hand rail was needed in one 
situation. Volunteer carpenters Fred Phalen 
and Bill Sprecher stepped forward to craft and 
install the railing. Thank you, Messrs. Gill, 
Phelan, and Sprecher.
 

 Over 30 volunteers helped with our 
Independence Day picnic (see front page 
article). They served more than 200 people!  
Very special thanks are due to Mary Margaret 
Meadows  who ran the soft drink table; Dick 
and Brian Black, who managed the parking, 
Anna Leifhelm, who organized the desserts; 
Jack King, who carted off trash and did other 
odd jobs; and Bob Ragsdale, who coordinated 
everything Ð using the detailed plan developed 
by Janet Van der Vaart.
 Volunteers also played a very signiÞcant 
role in the development and opening of the 
exhibit on Katherine Marshall (see page 3).  In 
addition to helping Pat Black with the research 
and collection of artifacts, volunteers polished 
silver, waxed furniture, arranged ßowers, 
sewed table coverings, and cleared autumn 
leaves from the porches and the stone court.
 There are all kinds of volunteer 
opportunities at Dodona Manor.  Would you 
like to help? Please E-mail or phone us to learn 
more.

Austria Wirtschaftsservice



George C. Marshall
International Center

217 Edwards Ferry Road
Leesburg, Virginia 20176

Phone: 703.777.1880
Fax: 703.777.2889

Email: dodona@georgecmarshall.org
Web: www.georgecmarshall.org

Dodona Manor is open to the public 
on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

and on Sundays 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Tours are given on the hour with 
the last tour beginning at 4 p.m.

Tours for groups of 10 or more are 
available upon request 

Monday Ð Friday. 

For reservations please call 
703.777.1301

For more information please visit 
www.georgecmarshall.org

Events for Friends of 
Dodona Manor

 
Thursday, November 6th at 7:00 PM
Ms. Li, formerly a correspondent for 
the Financial Times and author of the 
acclaimed biography, ÒMadame Chiang 
Kai-Shek.Ó will discuss Òthe story of an 
extraordinary woman who symbolizes 
AmericaÕs long, vexed love affair with 
China.Ó  Madame Chiang visited the 
Marshalls at Dodona Manor on a number 
of occasions. 

 

Wednesday, December 10th at 7:00 PM  
Allen Tupper Brown, a grandson of 
Katherine Marshall, has given to the 
Center an extraordinary collection of 47 
Marshall Family letters from the estate of 
his mother.  From the period January 1942 
to August 1947, a number of the letters are 
from General Marshall and many of these 
are handwritten.  At the request of many 
members of the Friends who could not make 
her talk on these letters in late April, Rachel 
Thompson will repeat her talk.

Events by invitation 
  

Tuesday, November 18th at Noon
West Virginia University Professor Gerald 
Pops will speak on his new book ÒEthical 
Leadership in Turbulent Times: The Career 
of George C. MarshallÓ which is being 
prepared for publication in early 2009.

Events open to the public

Tuesday, November 11th, at 10:30 AM  
Join local government ofÞcials in honoring 
our veterans.  
Tours of the Manor without charge

Sunday, December 7th, 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Dodona Manor will be decorated for the 
holiday season.  
Tours $5.00

Upcoming Events at Dodona Manor


